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Aruba pays tribute to "El Liberatador” 
Gilberto Francois "Betico” Croes 


( 1938 - 1986 ) 
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leaders, but it was "Betico 3 
who grasped the baton of inde¬ 
pendence and held it high, 
never wavering until it was fi¬ 
nally realized in 1985, and 
came fully into effect on Janu¬ 
ary I, 193 d 

On gin at ly a headin a st er, 
"Betico" Croes pursued tbs 
career upon returning form 
Holt and with bs degree in 
1959, but became politically 
active m 19 67 with the AVP 
party, and eventually started 
the Mcvimiento Electoral di 
Pueblo (MEP) in 1971. He is 
credited with instilling m is¬ 
landers a strong national pride, 
instigating the inauguration of 
an Aruban flag and national 
anthem in 1975. Sadly, He was 
gravely injured in a car acci¬ 
dent on December 31, 1985, 
the eve of Aruba officially at¬ 
taining Status Aparte, and after 
11 months in a coma, passed 
away. 

Arubans celebrate their first 
holiday of the year in a variety 
of ways, beginning early in the 
day with neighborhood bike 
rallies, historical tours of Oran- 
jestad, and open houses with 
special exhibits at Aruba's 
maj or museums. 

Tire day ended with the of¬ 
ficial government ceremony 
honoring bs memory, con¬ 
ducted annually at the Plaza 
Betico Croes, directly behind 
the Cas di Cultura at the east¬ 
ern end of Oranjestad. 

Continued on page 2 


On Saturday, January 
25. Aruba celebrated tire 
memory of Gilberto 
Francois, "Betico" 

Croes, the man credited 
with being die final, pri¬ 
mary instrument in ce¬ 
menting Aruba's 

independence from tire 
other nations of the 
Netherlands Antilles, or 
"Status Aparte " Born 
on tins date m 1938, he 
indelibly left bs mark 
on the destiny of an is¬ 
land nation 

His Aruban mde- 
p en dene e m o v em ent, 
which began before the 
WW II, sou gilt to estab¬ 
lish the island as a self- 
ruled entity within the 
Dutch Kingdom It was 
Governor Refunjoi arrives the effort of many island 


Arumil and Formation Social. 


S 4 ? 

Are you reodyP 



Quality vehicles; economy and compart cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning, 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11 ;00 pm 
3:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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Aides: Stymied Obama 

ft/ 

aims to bypass Congress 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pre¬ 
sident Barack Obama will 
serve notice in bs State of die 
Union address lie intends to by¬ 
pass Congress whenever neces¬ 
sary to regain initiative after a 
year of debilitating legislative 
logjams, aides said yesterday 

“I think what we saw last 
year in 2013 was a Wasbngton 
that did not deliver for the 
American people," Wbte 
House spokesman Jay Carney 
said in an interview with ABCs 
"Tbs Week." 

“And the president sees tbs 
as a year of action -- to work 
with Congress where he can, 
and to bypass Congress where 
necessary -- to lift folks who 
want to come up into the mid¬ 
dle class,* he said 

Ob am a 1 s sp e ech b efo r e 
Congress Tuesday evening 
might be his last chance to re¬ 
claim political momentum be¬ 
fore midterm elections, after a 
disastrous year locked in battle 
with a recalcitrant Congress, 
and struggling with the bun¬ 
gled launch of bs signature 
healtli care reforms. 

A new Wasbngton 
Post/ABC poll published yes¬ 
terday found that the presi¬ 
dent’s approval ratings now 
stand at 45 percent up from a 
1 dw o H 3 p ere ent in N ovemb er 
but still lower than at the start 
of any previous year of bs 
fi ve-y e ar-o 1 d p re sid ency. 

Only 37 percent of those 
polled said they had either a 


good amount or a great deal of 
confidence in Obama's deci¬ 
sion-making, and 53 percent 
said they did not. 

In Sunday talk shows, the 
president's aides attributed the 
setbacks to the failure of leg¬ 
islative initiatives to make it 
through the Congress, where 
Republicans control the House. 

" I think the way we have to 
tbnk about tbs year is we have 
a divided government," said 
Wbte House communications 
director Dan Pfeiffer on “Fox 
News Sunday." 

"The Republican Congress 
is not going to rubber-stamp 
tiie president's agenda. So we 
have to find areas where we 
can work together and extend 
unemployment benefits for 1.5 
million Americans. Pass the 
farm bill, pass immigration re¬ 
form, infrastructure. 

"But also the president will 
say to the country lie's not 
going to wait. He's going to 
have the pen and he's going to 
use those to move the ball for¬ 
ward to create opportunity." 

Republican Senator Rand 
Paul, a c Diiserv ativ e lib ertarian, 
said tlie Wbte House vow to 
bypass Congress when neces¬ 
sary "sounds vaguely like a 
threat.* 

"It'shard to convince people 
to get legislation through. It 
takes consensus. But that's 
what he needs to be doing, is 
building consensus and not tak¬ 
ing his pen and creating law" 
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Hotiru 

'Sam - fflpm hh $mdw/-Jhm4oy 
Sam - 3am Itb Frida/ A Safonty 
Phone number 586-3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch an<* dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


AH you can eat 
pancakes 
*6.99 


2Egg$ & Toast 
*4.99 


'Across from Radisson 

The Hr-Rise Hotel District 


to most 
A hooches" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 


5 Burgers Aruba 


Burgers, Fries.. A More! 


Aruba pays tribute to ”EI Liberatador” 
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GF Croes "transcend politics, 
to touch ail the community, no 
matter what their political affil¬ 
iation." He likened "Betico" to 
"Polarts, the North Star. He 
was a point from which we 
could lay our course, leading 
his people to abetter future and 
prosperity for all." 

The official celebration of 
Dia di Betico began at 5:00 PM 
with the formal tribute, than 
continued with a delightful 
evening of traditional and con¬ 
temporary music and dance at 
the plaza's band shell. The fes¬ 
tive event opened with a per¬ 
formance by young vocalist 
Xenon Daal. The playbill con¬ 
sisted of dance groups Nos 
Cultura, Bade di Chaz. and 
Super Dancers. The public 
was also treated to perform¬ 
ances by the newly selected 
Children's Rjo admarch Queen, 
"Dancing Princess" Lacey 
Albus and her winning song 
"Jump on the Bus," along 
with Youth Roadmarch King. 
"King Size," Joshua Bryson 
with ins sang "60 is Kippen- 
vel (Goosebumps) 1 * in honor 
o f Aruh a's Di am on d Jubil e e 
Carnival. Tins year, the land¬ 
mark carnival theme was inte¬ 
grated into and dominated the 
cultural show Popular bands 
Youth Xtreme, and multi¬ 
er owned Ro admarch King, 
Claudius Phillips, bestknown 
as "Mighty Talent," finished off 
the evening. 


Glendeline Croes. daugh¬ 
ter of G F Betico Croes 


Mrs. Claret Refunjol with 
Consul from Costa Rica 
Cecilia A rends 


PM Eman and Nicole Hoevertsz 


PM, Governor . Ministers and Parliamentarians 


Granchildren place the wreafh on beha/f of 

the family 


on behalf of foundation 


All major island dignitaries, in¬ 
cluding Governor Fredis Re¬ 
funjol, foreign consuls, and 
much of the public attend, in¬ 
cluding G. F " B eti co's" family. 
Wreaths were placed in tribute 
at the base of his statue by 
President and Secretary of Par¬ 
liament M an sol Lopez-Tromp 
and Jacqueime Eastman-Sher¬ 
man on behalf of Parliament, 
followed by Prime Minister 
Mike Em an and Secretary of 
the Cabinet of Ministers Nicole 
Hoevertsz, representing the 
Gov eminent o f Arab a 

Finally, five of his grand¬ 
children, Gilberto Ill, Mario, 
Lara,. Tiara and Francesca 


placed a wreath on behalf of 
the family, and his namesake, 
Gilherta Ill, with his cousin 
Evelyn Wever-Cra es, who now 
heads MER did so on behalf of 
die Foundation Betico Croes. 

Minister a f Tourism, Trans- 
port. Primary Sector and Cul¬ 
ture, Ottnar Oduber, spake of 
the key role "Betico" playedm 
the public's continued appreci¬ 
ation of its cultural legacy. A 
strong promoter of traditional 
music and folklonc dance, he 
encouraged the Dande Society 
and festival aver 40 years ago, 
to revitalize interest in one of 
Aruba's authentic native musi¬ 
cal forms. The family must 


group he began with his many 
brothers and sisters, still con¬ 
tinues to perform, known as 
Grupo di Betico It is dedicated 
to the Dande and other tradi¬ 
tional island music. 

"Betico's" daughter, Glen- 
delme Croes, came to the 
podium to speak of Ins respect 
and promotion among the com¬ 
munity of familial relation¬ 
ships, and the foundation they 
build for a society. 

She was followed by Prime 
Minister Email, who though 
die leader the political party 
whi eh was MEP's prrncip al op - 
pDnants, cited that leaders like 
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Government is working 
towards all MFA’s covering 
their own expenses 



ORANJESTAD - Minister of 
Finance Juan David Yrausqum 
has explained that SGGAis in¬ 
vesting a total of 213 million 
Aruban florins in the Multi¬ 
functional Facilities (MFA). 
They are in charge of die 
process of construction and 


maintenance just as they 
are for die SI AD at Ca¬ 
in acuri and the DIP/DOW 
complex at Wayaca In 
tin s marmer APFA h as th e 
possibility for investing 
her funds and the govern¬ 
ment can contribute to 
tins. 

it is tire government's 
intention to cover die cost 
c f the rent b y means o f th e 
income from transactions 
being made by these 
U ul ti - fun eti on al F acili - 
ties The intention is that 
each MFA public depart¬ 
ment. such as Census, Tax 
and offices like the AZV 
and FCC A will be allowed 
space to attend to the public 
Tire Utility companies already 
have agreements made, like¬ 
wise the Auxiliary Govern¬ 
ment Offices 

Continued on page 4 



* Attractive Rates 

* Fast & Friendly 

* Service 

* Free Road Map 



Fees + taxes included!! 



Economy Size - 
Fees + taxes included’! 


Call us for 
FREE Pick-up 

583-0200 


A festive ambiance at Paseo Herencia 

for"Dia di Betico" 




Grupo di Betico provides fine family fare 


Candy Rasmijn and tnga 
Dijkhoff show the definitive 
Betico biography 

ORANJESTAD - One of the 
most unique aspects of Paseo 
Herencia (which literally 
means Heritage Walk) Mall in 
Palm Beach, is its determina¬ 
tion to share the culture and 
history of Aruba and the ac¬ 
complishments of islanders 
wrth visitors to the shopping 
center. 

The halls and walls of the 
mall recount important aspects 
of the island, punctuated by 
entertaining and free special 
events that celebrate these 
themes On Saturday January 
25, the mall brought "Betico 
Day" which commemorates 
the birth date of one of the is¬ 
land's great statesman, 
Gilberto Francois "Betico" 
Croes, to Palm Beach, for the 
enj oyment oh slanders and va¬ 
cationers alike 

Though "Betico" passed 
away m 198 b, the mood is ce¬ 
lebratory, for Ins enormous 
contribution to Aruban inde¬ 
pendence from tlie other is¬ 
lands of the Netherlands 
Antilles, or Status Aparte, in 


whi ch h e i s c onsi dered t o h ave 
played a principal role 

Tiie MC for the evening, 
Inga Dijkhoff explained ins 
imp ortance to isi and vi sitors, 
urging residents to obtain the 
definitive biography for Papi- 
mento readers written by ins 
cousin, Gloria Croes, entitled, 
" Gilb eito Franc ois " B eti co" 
Croes - ADetermined Leader." 

Paseo 
Herencia 
GM Valerie 
Pieterz-Cs- 
macho and 
Marketin g 
Manager 
Candy Ras¬ 
mijn con¬ 
sider there is 
veiy little 
livelier to be 
found on 


Aruba than entertainment by 
the family singing group 
founded by die great leader, 
now performing as "Group di 
Betico " He came from a large 
family with almost a dozen sis¬ 
ters and brothel's, and diey de¬ 
lighted their family and 
neighbors with their perform¬ 
ances of'traditional songs. 

Continued on page 5 
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Government is working.. 
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Taste of Intria 

■Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 ~ 10:00 pm 


Haven stra at 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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The Minister of Finance has in¬ 
dicated that "the department, 
the service or company will 
have a physical presence to at¬ 
tend to their clients, or will 
allow access to personnel of 
MFAin their system to process 
the operation of collections, 
etc. 11 

There may also be other 
services from the private sec¬ 


tor In the final analysis, it is 
the citizen that should have 
easy access tD the services 
they need. Each design of 
the MFA, made by local ar¬ 
chitects, has taken aspects of 
sustain ability and energy 
consumption into account 
Minister Yrausquill has 
expressed satisfaction to 
learn that the No ord barrio is 
the one to be first to have the 
first MFA complex, and that 
those to be m charge with its 
management are persons of 
the barrio who know the 
needs of the bams. 

MFA's will replace what we 
know as the Auxiliary Gov¬ 
ernment Offices tn each dis¬ 
trict. Tire difference will be that 
these facilities will have more 
space for the services and ben¬ 
efits for the community They 
will he open from in the morn¬ 
ing until night and will provide 
space both inside and outside 
for social encounters and recre¬ 
ation 


The 7 Little Things that Make a 

Big Difference 


ORANJESTAD - You've 
heard this statement many, 
many times. It’s the little 
things that count; and it is true. 
We, all of us, have myriad op¬ 
portunities every day to do the 
little tilings in our lives with 
enough power to make a big 
difference It°s easy, and it's 
fun. In the process, youU gain 
goodwill, and self confidence. 

Here they are, 7 little, po¬ 
werful things that make a big 
difference m your life and in 
the lives of the people you rub 
shoulders with every day 

1. Sny 11 Thank you." 


Such a small tiling, but the ef¬ 
fect it has on everything 
around you is profound Grati¬ 
tude is a force so powerful that 
it transforms the giver, the re¬ 
ceiver, and the w T orld at large 
simultaneously. Heartfelt gra¬ 
titude, humbly expressed, 
heals as it praises. Look the 
person serving you, whoever 
they may be, right in the eye 
and say "Thank you for doing 
tins* and watch what happens 
This is such a simple way to 
pay it forward, and it has such 
long lasting positive repercus¬ 
sions that you would be well 
served to make it a principle 
part of your daily practices. 
Tins one concept can change 
your life for the better forever, 
starting right now Let's stop 
taking people and their service 
to us for granted, and begin ex¬ 
pressing our thanks 

2, Yield the right of way. 

Let someone into your lane m 
front of you on the highway, or 
tlie sheets. Suggest that the 
person with a few items go be¬ 
fore you with your full shop¬ 
ping cart Step aside and let the 
hred mommy with the stroller 
and child through the door that 
you hold open with a smile 
Wait patiently while the eld¬ 
erly man tells lus stones to the 
w r aitress, even if it means your 
order will take a few minutes 
longer. Believe me when I tell 
you that doing all these things 
will give you a greater sense of 


community, deeper compas¬ 
sion, and it will serve to signif¬ 
icantly calm YOU down when 
you are feeling stressed and 
hurried Kindness expands, 
and it fills tire space with good¬ 
will and cooperation. 

3. Give sincere praise. 

Everyone I know appreciates 
being appreciated, though how 
they prefer it to be expressed 
vanes But overall, and with 
very few r exceptions, an honest 
compliment is always wel¬ 
come. It can create instant rap ¬ 
port, and bndge many an 
awkward gap. You'd be 
amazed at what happens 
when you utter a simple com¬ 
pliment to someone with a 
worried look, or someone 
who appeal's angry Your sin¬ 
cere praise or compliment 
can be just what the person 
needed to get them aver their 
bridge of defeat or unhappi¬ 
ness. 

4. Be a good Listener. 

You were given two ears and 
one moutli, use them in that 
proportion. Listening makes 
you appear more charming, 
too, so there's a bonus We are 
often so prone to speak, to say 
tilings, to offer advice, but very 
slow to just shut up 
and listen Listening is 
an art that always 
makes a huge differ¬ 
ence Let's speak less 
and listen more I have 
often said . a truly wise 
man is he who listens 
first, then listens again 
before he utters a 
word. Let's be wise people. 

5. Send a personal note. 

To make a big impression and 
touch someone's heart, send a 
short note to congratulate or 
compliment them far an ac¬ 
complishment or a new ap¬ 
pointment. Hie tune and effort 
you spend will pay huge divi¬ 
dends m goodwill Even tfyou 
have to use the internet or the 
EB tD send it go ahead, but 
send that personal note ! Let the 
person blow that you are re¬ 
joicing for and with them, it is 
an important act o f goodwill! 

6. Use your manners 

Good manners are a social lu¬ 
bricant They oil the machine 
o f hum anity U sing goad m an - 
ners conveys respect, bath for 
self and for others. Bad man¬ 


ners are to have a conversation 
with someone but you do all 
the talking i Civility in conver¬ 
sation allows everyone the op¬ 
portunity to express them¬ 
selves folly and to be heard 
Meaningful discourse will be 
the natural result Goad man¬ 
ners are the foundation of po¬ 
lite society, and politeness can 
be botli charming and disarm¬ 
ing Use good manners and so¬ 
cial graces to woo your love, 
court a client, ease your way 
with authority You 11 go far 
with good manners. 

7. Share. 

Whether it's your cookies or 
your time, share Every single 
person reading tins has some¬ 
thing, some talent, some time, 
some money, some compas¬ 
sion, and some fun that they 
could share with others. Hus is 
an abundant Universe, with 
plenty for everyone, if we'd 
only share. If you think you 
have nothing to share, then 
don't, go where other people 
are! You can always share at 
least your smile. You'd be 
amazed at how many people 
out there are starving far just, 
one smile from one some¬ 
body. ..so, share 


So there you have it. ..7 little 
things that make a big differ¬ 
ence. We must practice them 
one by one. Together, they 
make a glorious way to go 
through life. But more than 
that, tirese 7 little tips are con¬ 
crete, attainable and immediate 
ways to shift your energy, your 
point of view, and the way the 
world works. Practice them 
regularly, and be prepared for 
a dramatic increase in abun¬ 
dance, personal confidence, 
ease and grace It's all good 
Remember, what you give has 
a mysterious way of coming 
back to you in multiples! Fi¬ 
nally, in all your doing, re¬ 
member that God can and will 
help us to be or became the 
person we ought to be...draw 
on His strength! 
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73 Fully furnished apts, Kitchen i Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet t Library i Swimming Pool \ Laundry 1 Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
Mon - Frb Bam-7pin, Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm 


Tel: (297) 592-0097 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-rrail: qualityJC&etamet.aw - tiVob&ite: www.arubaqualityapartmBnts.CDrn 

A festive ambiance... 


Continued from page 2 




The Bates of Virginia think Betico Day 
is just great 

The audience at Paseo Heren- 
cia on Saturday evening was 
equally delighted with the en¬ 
ergetic and melodic perform¬ 
ance, with "Eetico's" 
brothers, Tommy and Rudy, 
anginal members, leading the 
band. The evening was a tri¬ 


bute to not only 
its founder, but 
the works af the 
island's major 
composer, Juan 
Chabaya "Padu" 
Lampe "Padu 
Del Canbe," as 
he is popularly 
known through 
the region, was 
co -composer 
with Rufo 
Wever of our na- 
ti onal anthem, 
"Aruba Dushi 
Terra,” and is 
generally re¬ 
ferred to as the 
island's "Father 
of Culture. His 
body of work in¬ 
cludes many 
beloved waltzes, 
ballads and 
mazurkas. 

The festive event and 
music energized the audi¬ 
ence, with many jumping up 
to start dancing in the aisles. 
It was fine evening for the all 
family, with stirring enter¬ 
tainment for all ages. 



Catch New York City's Funniest Comedians 
at Westin Resort & Casino, Aruba! 


RAY ELLIN 

Ho$t ol the New "Gong Show 
Live" "tateHet with Ray Ellin" 
and Comedy Central 


CHUCK NICE 


VHl's"Best Week Ever;’ 
NBC's 'The Today Show." HGTV, 
TOJ TVs "Wortd's Dumbest" 


LENNY MARCUS 

"Late Show with David 
Letterman/tomedy Central. 
HBG, NBC, MTV 


With This Ad. 


TICKETS 

ONLY 


SO A f (Reg. PLUS C A A CpCE Slot Pfey with EVERY 
^0^1 $40) GET ■ litC Comedy Ticket! S" 


11 iVifL ,V*' 
nnjnfi^. fertS.'; 


Wed Jan 22 to 
Wed Jan 29 


9 pm EVERY NIGHT* DOORS OPEN S pm 
FULL M * HO MINIMUM * FIRST COME. FIRST 
SERVE SEATING * DINNER PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
SHOW FQR MATURE AUDIENCES 


PURCHASE TICKETS IN THE LOBBY 


WESTIN 


A dynamic Postal World 



Aruba Postal Offices in Oranjestad 


ORANJESTAD - The phe¬ 
nomenon that the postal sector 
at world level is changing fast 
is not new. The customer is 
getting more and more exigent 
that products and seivices are 
adjusted to Ins needs. The re¬ 
quirements of the consumer 
are increasing in accordance 
with the technological devel¬ 
opments These same necessi¬ 
ties then again result in new 
te chno 1 o gi c al devel op ments 
During the past 10 to 15 years 
tins cycle has also become 
manifest in Aruba 

From these dynamics one 
notices that an important part 
of the postal activities con¬ 
tributed to a proper develop¬ 
ment in the commercial area 
C onse queue e there d f l s that th e 
postal activities are directly re¬ 
lated to technological and eco- 
nomictendencies on the global 
market Substitution of sen¬ 
ding correspondence through 
ele ctr o m c me ans, c omp etitt on 


on the local logisitical market 
and the influence of the eco¬ 
nomic and financial crisis ail 
greatly influenced how the 
postal world works Cn inter¬ 
national level the postal world 
has experienced a major im¬ 
pact m the last few years that 
affected the postal industry m 
general 

Techno logical innovations 
such as e-mail, text messages, 
voice/video via internet among 
others, for a large p ait subsitute 
practices such as distribution of 
personal, commercial and mar¬ 
keting correspondence. The 
postal industry in general is 
being affected also by other 
factors such as consolidation of 
distribution, a combination of 
communication with other 
types of correspondence and a 
decrease of the frequency of 
sending mail, the way in which 
the mad is being sent and the 
weight of the mail Commer¬ 
cial users for example can print 


in smaller fond, double-sided, 
use thinner paper and as such 
reduce tire volume of sales for 
the industry. 

Besides the technological 
and economic developments 
and tiie way in which the dis¬ 
tribution is generally handled, 
one could notice also how the 
competition in certain postal 
areas has grown in the last 10 
to 15 years. Tins factor re¬ 
duced the possibility of being 
able to compensate for the 
areas of obligator/ activities 
which suffer losses most of the 
tune. One part of the postal 
services that does not form part 
of the competition but is sub¬ 
mitted to glob al and local pres¬ 
sure is the operations in 
accordance with the interna¬ 
tional market regulations and, 
at tire same time, meeting tire 
social objectives of offering 
basic postal services to the 
whole population 

Continued on page 11 
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Egypt announces early 
election a day after carnage 


CAIRO (AFF) - Egypt Sunday 
announced early presidential 
elections likely to anoint the 
general who overthrew 1s- 
1 aim st pre st dent M a h ame d 
Morsi, as the country reeled 
from a weekend of violence 
that killed dozens of people 

Interim president Adly 
Man sour announced the poll in 
a televised address, a day after 
49 people died m clashes be¬ 
tween Islamist, protesters and 
police and thousands rallied in 
support of military chief Ge¬ 
neral Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. 

Si st was expected to declare 
Ins candidacy for the election, 
scheduled before mid-April, 
after a show of supp oil includ¬ 
ing Saturday's large rally in 
Cairo's Tahnr Square. 

But the weekend clashes 
and bombings also highlighted 
the interim government's pre¬ 


carious grip seven months after 
M or si's overthrow. 

The violence came as Egypt 
commemorated the CD 11 upris¬ 
ing tliat overthrew veteran 
strongman Hosni Mubarak, lea¬ 
ding to three year's of tumult that 
many hope Sisrts election will 
end Over Fnday and Saturday, 
six bombs exploded in Cairo 
and the canal city of Suez, 
lading six people and wounding 
dozens in an e scalaa on o f a mil - 
itant campaign Mansour has 
pledged to eradicate. 

Separately, 49 people were 
killed m clashes when police 
clamped down on protests by 
Mora's Islamist supporters and 
anh-military activists, the 
health ministry said 

The protests were organised 
by Mora's Muslim Brother¬ 
hood movement and its Is¬ 
lamist allies. 


Three FARC rebels killed 


in Colombia 


BOGOTA (AFP) - Colombia's 
military said yesterday three 
FARC guerrillas were killed in 
two separate operations, cap¬ 
ping a week of comb at that has 
left 29 rebels dead. 

Among the latest FARC ca¬ 
sualties was a rebel the army 
said was behind a bombing 
January 16 outside a police sta¬ 
tion in the town of Pradera that 
killed one person and injured 
25 people. 

Two other alleged FAR.C 
accomplices in the bombing 
w r ere also captured m the mili¬ 
tary operation, in the southwest 
department of Valle del Cauca 
Hie FAR.C command repu¬ 
diated the bombing at the time 
and vowed “appropriate disci¬ 
plinary action B 

Separately, the army sard 
two other rebels were killed in 


a military operation m the mu¬ 
nicipality of Montelibano, m 
the northwest Cordoba depart¬ 
ment. The deaths brought 
FARC's combat deaths to 29 
since last weekend, according 
to the army 

The increased military ac¬ 
tivity prompted accusations by 
the FARC that President Juan 
Manuel Santos was escalating 
the conflict even as his govern¬ 
ment engages in peace talks in 
Havana. 

The talks have been under¬ 
way since November 2012, 
with the aim of ending Latin 
America's longest insurgency 

Hie parties are currently 
debating illegal drugs Still to 
be resolved are compensation 
for victims of the conflict and 
the disarming of the rebel 
forces. 





CHILE. Arica: Fishermen work at the port of Arica , Chile, 
close to the border with Peru and about 2100 km north 
of Santiago, on January 26,2014. Both Peruvians and 
Chileans await with great expectations the final ruling of 
the International Court of The Hague on January 27, re¬ 
garding Peru's claim over 38.000 square kilometers of 
Pacific Ocean that Chile controls, as well as a claim ouer 
a s lice of internatio nal waters. (AFP PHO TO) 


IT’S TIME 
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HUGO BOSS 
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SALE GOING ON NOW! 
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Emmastraat 3, Plaza Margarita, Phone 588-5406 
Open Monday through Saturday 9:30gm * 6:30pm 

Thousands stage ’Day of Anger’ protest 
against French president 


PARIS (AFP) - Several thou¬ 
sand people marched through 
Pans yesterday m a "Day of 
Anger" against embattled Pres¬ 
ident Francois Hollands which 
ended in clashes between po¬ 
lice and protesters. 

Security forces used tear 
gas to disperse several hundred 
youths who lobbed police with 
bottles, fireworks, iron bars 
and dustbins Police said at 
least 150 people had been ar¬ 
rested after die clashes, during 
which 12 o fficers were injured 

Interior Minister Manuel 
Vails condemned the violence 
"by individuals, varied groups 
from the extreme and ultra¬ 
light whose only goal is to 
create unrest". 

The march organised by a 
motley group of same 50 small 
and mainly right-wing organi¬ 
sations, however failed to at¬ 
tract bigger anti-Ho 11 and e 


movements. 

Organisers claimed a 
turnout of some 120,000 peo¬ 
ple, however police estimated 
there were 17,000 people at die 
protest, held under pouring 
rain 

The demonstrators railed 
against a slew of policies under 
Hollande -- the most uupopu- 
1 ar Fren ch p re si d ent a f m o dern 
times -- such as last year's law 
allowing gay mam age. 

Some called for France's 
withdrawal from the European 
Union, while a fliers urged die 
respect of freedom of speech, 
a reference to the government's 
recent decision to ban a show 
by controversial comic Dieu- 
donne, whose sketches have 
been deemed anti-Semitic. 

A Jewish students union die 
UEJF condemned “anti-Se¬ 
mi tic slogans and Nazi salutes" 
by some protesters. 


"This 'Day of Anger' has 
turned into a day of hate," said 
its president Sacha 
Remgewntz. 

Many in the crowd com¬ 
plained about Hollands's tan¬ 
gled love life a day after the 
president announced Ins split 
with his partner Valerie Tner- 
weiler following an affair with 
a younger actress. 

" You are here to say you are 
fed up," an organiser told the 
crowd, adding that France's 
leaders" are more preoccupied 
wth thsir affair s than unein - 
ployment." 

France, the eurozone's sec¬ 
ond largest economy, is bat¬ 
tling huge levels of unem¬ 
ployment. Hollande recently 
announced plans for 50 billion 
euros ($6S billion) in spending 
cuts between 2015 and 2D 17 to 
revive the economy. 
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Snowden: US officials 
'want to kill me' 


BERLIN (AFP) - Fugitive in¬ 
telligence leaker Edward 
Snowden voiced fears that US 
" government officials want to 
kill me", m a TV interview in 
Germany yesterday. 

The comment comes just 
days after Snowden's Russian 
lawyer Anatoly Kucherena 
said the American feared for 
his life, folio wing a report by 
US website BuzzFeed of ex¬ 
plicit threats against him from 
unnamed Pentagon and Na¬ 
tional Security Agency {NSA) 
officials 

Snowden also told the Ger¬ 
man broadcaster: "These peo¬ 
ple, and they are government 
officials, have said they would 
love to put a bullet m my head 
or poison me when I come Dut 
of tlie supermarket, and then 
watch as 1 die m the shower" 

The translated Snowden 
quotes were released by Ger¬ 
man public television chain 
ARD, as p art of a longer inter¬ 
view shot secretly m Moscow 

In a BuzzFeed article 
posted online last week and en¬ 


titled. "American Spies Want 
Edward Snowden Dead', a 
Pentagon official is quoted as 
saying: “I would love to put a 
bullet m Ins head.” 

"In a world where l would 
not be restricted from killing 
an American, I personally 
would go and kill him myself." 
a current NS A analyst was fur 
tlier quoted as saying 

Gne unnamed amiy officer 
told BuzzFeed that Snowden 
could be "poked" on his way 
home from buying groceries 
by a passerby who is actually a 
US agent Snowden "thinks 
nothing of it. at the time (and 
soon) starts tD feel a little 
woozy," the US intelligence 
officer is quoted as saying 
"And the next thing you know 
he dies m the shower" 

Snowden, a farmer NS A 
contractor, is wanted by US 
authorities an treason charges 
for disclosing details of a vast 
intelligence operation that 
monitored millions of phone 
calls and emails across the 
world. 
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The Ukraine rebellion spreads as 
opposition snubs compromise deal 


KIEV (AFP) - The Ukrainian 
opposition said yesterday a 
compromise deal offered by 
President Viktor Yanukovych 
was not enough to end the 
country's worst crisis since in¬ 
dependence as nationwide 
protests spread to the presi¬ 
dent's eastern heartland. 

With the Ukraine shaken by 
a week of violence between 
police and protesters, all three 
main Ukraim an opposition 
leaders personally attended the 
Kiev funeral of one of three ac¬ 
tivists con fumed tD have been 
shot dead in the unrest. 

The protests began over 
two months ago over 
Yanukovych's rejection of a 
pact with the European Union 
under Russian pressure but 
have now turned into an all-out 
bid to oust him from power. 

Tensions remained high in 
Kiev after protesters seized 
control of a building used by 
special police forces m central 


Kiev overnight, as masked ra¬ 
dicals armed with baseball 
clubs roamed the streets. 

Europe has urged dialogue 
between the two sides -- a call 
echoed by Pope Francis who 
voi :ed hope in Ins weekly An- 
gelus prayer oil St Peter's 
Square that "the search for 
common good may prevail m 
the hearts of all". 

Under unprecedented pres¬ 
sure, Yanukovych late Satur¬ 
day offered the opposition 
posts in government including 
that of prime minister but his 
opponents said that the offer 
fell short of what they needed. 

Yanuk d vy cli o ffer e d to 
share leadership with Father- 
land party leader Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk as prime minister and 
UDAR (Punch) chief and 
world boxing champion Vitali 
Kiitschko as deputy prune 
minister 

Opp o si ti on lea ders have 
been careful, however, neither 


accepting nor explicitly rejec¬ 
ting Yanukovych's proposals. 
They have said talks will con¬ 
tinue although it is not clear 
exactly when. 

Yanuko vy ch's office h as 
also said the president is will¬ 
ing to consider constitutional 
changes to reduce his power 
and return to a system accord¬ 
ing more authority to die prime 
minister 

A crucial day in the standoff 
is expected to be Tuesday 
when parliament will meet in 
extraordinary session tD debate 
key sticking points m the cri¬ 
sis, including possible changes 
tD key protest laws. 

Thousands of activists 
meanwhile laid siege to local 
government offices in four 
Ukrainian cities. 

Protesters have already oc¬ 
cupied regional administra¬ 
tions in ID Ukrainian regions 
to protest against Yanukovych- 
appointed governors. 
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MUCHELNEY (AFP) - A car is seen submerged on tfte 
side of a flooded road leading into the cut-off village of 
Muchelney in Somerset, southwest Eng land, on January 
26. 2014. A local council declared a major incident on the 
flood-hit Somerset Levels where some villages tike 
Muchelney have been cut off for weeks by flooding that 
has submerged roads and thousands of acres of farm¬ 
land in the area of southwestern England. 


BAHRAIN, Diraz : Bahraini protesters clash with riot po¬ 
lice following the funerat of 20-year-old prisoner Fad el 
Abbas Musalem in the village of Diraz, west of the capital 
Manama, on January 26, 2014. The Gulf kingdom's main 
Shiite political opposition group said Musalem died the 
previous day as a result of torture during his detention. 
AFP PHOTO 
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BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


'Romanci 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8-1 1 AM 
2 Eggs (tried, scrambled or poached) 
WITH BACON, AND Ll^K SAUSAGES. 


'Restaurant 


POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA 




111 irons 

,, Oc n-rrt'C'f'Uyi'g M-ofr 

www.rexaruba.com 


m unicasa 

■J I. I- 1 r .'■! H ■! I r 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH # 1S4 
TEE: <297) 586-8540 

Next to 

Gmnrf Victoria Bar £ Restaurant 
_ _ _ _ _ _ Close to the traffic lights 

T Opening hours: and high rise hotel area- 

IV1onday^Saturday 8a.mr-^12midnight / Sunday 8a.m -,1 Op.m 


j^aiRL : 

111 , 




No health shield from vitamin D 
pills: study 


PARIS (AFP) - Vitamin D 
supplements have no signifi¬ 
cant effect on preventing he ait 
attack, stroke, cancer or bone 
fractures, according to a re¬ 
view of scientific evidence 
published recently 

Researchers led by Mark 
Boll and of the University of 
Auckland in New Zealand 
looked at 40 high-quality trials 
to see if supplements met a 
benchmark of reducing risk of 
these problems by 15 percent 
or more 

Previous research had seen 
a strong link between vitamin 
D deficiency and poor health 
in these areas. 

But the new study, pub¬ 
lished m The Lancet Di abetes 
& Endo erm ol o gy, strength sns 


muff luwimgi' 

lOEmaur 


VITAMIN IQQG'v 


arguments that vitamin D de¬ 
ficiency is usually tlie result of 
ill health -- not the cause of it 

Vitamin D is a key compo¬ 
nent for healthy bones, teeth 
and muscles. 

It is produced naturally 
when the skin is exposed Id 
sunlight or derived from foods 
such as oily fish, egg yolks 
and cheese. 


in March last year, British 
scientists, in a comparison of' 
4,000 women, found that vita¬ 
min D supplements taken in 
pregnancy made no difference 
to file child's bone health. 

in contrast, a November 
301^ investigation into preg¬ 
nant women who lived in 
high-latitude, northern hemi¬ 
sphere countries with long, 
dark winters found a link be¬ 
tween low levels of natural vi¬ 
tamin D and an increased risk 
of multiple sclerosis (MS) in 
their offspring. 

For these women, taking 
vitamin D supplements to off¬ 
set die effects of long periods 
without sunlight could be ad¬ 
visable, according to that re¬ 
search. 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE jUlCE 

Break ast 


Ms a open for Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar Every Day From 5-7pm 

Lunch 


Dinner Sa lad 


Soup at the day 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Petite Filet Mignon 


Ice Cream 
Chocolate 


I Ffletri Grouper I Vanilla 
All served with French Fries or flaked Potato on our Fatno&i HOT 


Located at: 
Plata Linda 
beach resort 
TE: 586 4046 


$ 24.95 

Early bird Special 


US nuns can opt out of 
contraception clause: high 
court 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Supreme Court said Friday 
til at religiously-affiliated 
groups could opt out of a pro¬ 
vision in the new health care 
law that requires employers to 
pro vi de msuranc e that in dud e s 
contraception 

But the high court, whose 
temporary order only applies 
while litigation continues, also 
ordered the groups to first no¬ 
tify file Department of Health 
and Human Services in writing 
of their objections to the so- 
called contraception mandate 

Hie groups that filed the pe¬ 
tition were die Baltimore-based 
Little Sisters of the Poor order 
o f nuns that runs nursing 
homes across the United States, 
and the Christian Brothers 
Services of Romeoville, Illi¬ 
nois, which provides health 
care benefit services for the 
Catholic community. 

Both had cited their Roman 
Catholic religious convictions 


m opposition to file contracep¬ 
tion requirement, one of the 
most controversial aspects of 
Pre si dent B arack Ob ama's 
health law 

The Obama administration 
has said that women who work 
for nonprofit religious groups 
til at are against birth control 
could receive separate cover¬ 
age not paid for by their em¬ 
ployers 

The law exempts churches 
and other religious organiza¬ 
tions from having to provide 
coverage for birth control 

But the administration re¬ 
fused to offer such assurances 
to secular businesses whose 
owners have religious abjec¬ 
tions to contraception. The 
landmark Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) was a bid by Obama to 
guarantee that uninsured Amer¬ 
icans are afforded access to 
medical care, but opponents 
have objected strongly to vari¬ 
ous aspects of it. 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This Is the tlmo to Invest 



of 2 dll town homes, villas arid gram. There is always a great 


--Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
most innovative gated commu¬ 
nity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
p ureii as e vac ab on h ome s have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase; but are taking advantage 
of Gold Coast's rental services 
to turn their investment into 
ready income 

'‘Tire greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the i si and," 
he remarked, “but i am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
m the heart of Malm ok. con- 
si dered Aruba's in o st exclusive 
community where the value a f 
properties has only increased 
aver time. It is only minutes to 
the b est beaches and all the ac¬ 
tio a and yet offers a quiet and 
secluded getaway, we are very 
pleased by the response to our 
concept." 


Fito, with Jus sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and budding 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty y ear s “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the j ewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about tins 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there." 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of' 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of' 
Go 1 d C o ast Arub a win ch when 
complete will be a community 


condominiums wttli a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , Tire Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
teams courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those talcing 
advantage of die on site man¬ 
agement's rental services pro¬ 


demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy far some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, any and spacious, talcing 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
avail ab 1 e Partnenn g wi th two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options all owing buyers to 
individualize their homes An 
elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their spe¬ 
cific tastes 


Tliere are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further enhance 
tins, Gold Coast management 
have inaugurated a number of 
m-house services and have re¬ 
cently become affiliated Inter¬ 
val International, the world's 
largest network of vacation 
o wner ship prop erti es win ch 
provides an unlimited interna¬ 
tional pool of investors to tap 
for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available through 
the Interval International affil¬ 
iation Gold Coast's own rental 
services have also proven 
highly successful m assisting 
owners m renting their villas, 
24-hour security and mainte¬ 
nance services also tip the 
scales when it is time to make 
a decision. Aside from all tins, 
housekeeping, child care, 
catering services , car rental 
through its partnership with 
AVIS car rental are also avail¬ 
able as well as pre-shopping 
services so cupboards and re¬ 
frigerators are stacked upon 
arrival, winch can also be 
arranged through their prop¬ 
erty management department. 
Personnel are also available to 
assist m arranging restaurant 
reservations and island activi¬ 
ties. 

Visit then' web si te: www. 
gold c oa star uba. com 

for more details and avail¬ 
ability or call 585-2200 to 
arrange a personal tour. 


Phil Collins working with British 

songstress Adele 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Veteran British 
ro cker PM Collins said in comments aired Fri¬ 
day that he has started collaborating with com¬ 
patriot Adele, reported to be working on a 
fallow-up to her hit 2011 album "21 " 

The former "Genesis" frontman, who effec¬ 
tively retired from music a few years ago, gave 
no more details of his cooperation with the 
multiple Grammy-winning British songstress 
"I've just stalled to work with Adele," he 
told a TV interviewer for Inside South Florida, 
adding. "She contacted me to write together.' 1 

Collins, G2, sad he had not known much 
about 25-year-old London-bom Adele, who 
had huge hits with songs including" Someone 
Like You" aid "Rolling m the Deep " 

" I wasn't actually too aware I live in a cave," he j oked " But she's achieved ai incredible anount 
I really love her voice. I love some of that stuff she's done, too," he added. 

Adele had a baby following the worldwide success of her second album, "21," released in Feb¬ 
ruary 2011. She won another Grammy last yea' for the 007 theme time "Skyfell," and is working 
an a new album, according to Rolling Stone 

Some media reports have suggested it could be released in mid 2014 

Last month, "21" became the first album to pass three million digital sales m the United States, 
according to leading online tracking company Nielsen. It continues to enjoy robust sales and so far 
has sold 2d million copies worldwide. 

Collins, the drummer-turned-frontman of Genesis who w r ent. on to sell more than 10D million al¬ 
bums as a solo artist announced in March 2011 that he was calling it a day to concentrate on b eing 
a full-time father to two young sons 

His comments came two days before the 5dth annual Grammy Awards show this weekend m 
Los Angeles. 



Canadian bad boy Justin 
Bleber risks IIS deportation 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Justin Bieber's run-ins with the 
law could potentially get him 
kicked out of the United Stales, 
the nation where the Canadian- 
bom teen idol struck it rich, 
immigration lawyers said re¬ 
cently 

Bieber, 19, kept a low pro¬ 
file a day after he was charged 
with driving under the influ¬ 
ence after police caught him 
drag racing in Miami Beach, 
Florida allegedly after drink¬ 
ing and smoking marijuana. 

On Twitter, the voice be¬ 
hind hits "Baby" and 
" B oyfri end" kept an un ch arac - 
tenstic silence, leaving his 49 
million followers to rally be¬ 
hind him with the trending 
hashtag #WeWillAlwaysSup - 
partYouJustm. 

Besides the DUI charge, 
Bieber — released on a .$2,500 
band -- also faces charges of 
resisting arrest and driving 
with an expired Georgia state 
license behind the wheel of a 
yellow Lamborghini sports car 

He was already under in¬ 
vestigation for allegedly hurl¬ 
ing eggs at a neighbor’s house 
in Las Angeles -- an incident 


that led police to search his 
mansion, where they seized il¬ 
licit drugs and arrested one of 
Ins associates. 

By late afternoon (2IDO 1 
GMT) Friday, nearly 3,0 DO 
people had signed an online 
petition on the official White 
House website calling far 
Biebefs deportation 

"He is not only threatening 
the safety of our people, but he 
is also a temble influence on 
our nation's youth," said the 
petition, whim needs 100,000 
signatures by February 22 to 
elicit a White House response. 

Like many non-Amen can 
entertainers, Bieber--lives and 
works m United States under a 
so-'Called 0-1 visa, according 
to the Hollywood Reporter, a. 
sh o wbiz trad e j oumal. 

"To qualify far an 0-1 visa, 
the beneficiary must demon¬ 
strate extraordinary ability by 
sustained national or interna¬ 
tional acclaim and must be 
coming temporarily to the 
United States to continue work 
in the area of extraordinary 
ability," says the US Citizen¬ 
ship and Immigration Services 
on its website 
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Saturday 1 a^d So 


3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 


Contact us by email at LTifo@goLdcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toil Free from (he U.5,1-866-978-5770 
www.gol deoasta r tibaxo m 


Maimok ■ Aruba 


Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00(P 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


Blofur: from 
desert plants 
grown with 
saawatar 

PARIS (AFP) - Aerospace 
giant Boeing and its research 
partners m the Middle East 
said Wednesday they would 
start field trials after record¬ 
ing progress in making bio¬ 
fuel from desert plants fed 
with seawater. 

The Sustainable Bio energy 
Research Consortium, affili¬ 
ated with die Masdar Institute 
of Science and Technology in 
Abu Dhabi, will plant two 
hectares (five hectares) of the 
s al twater-t ol er ant pi ant s 

called halophytes m the re¬ 
gion's sandy soil and the 
plants will be fed with waste 
water from a fish and shrimp 
farm 

“Plants called halophytes 
show even more promise man 
we expected as a source a fre- 
newable fuel for jets and 
other vehicle^" said the Con- 
s orti um's dire eta r Al ej an dr a 
Rios. 

The plants have seeds 
which are high in oil content, 
but the project has found the 
shrub-hke plants to he more 
effective than other crops in 
producing fuel due to their 
cell structure. 

That is due to their very 
Low level of lingm, winch 
binds plant ceils together, 
meaning it takes less energy 
to process the entire plant into 
fuel 

Funded by Boeing, Ethihad 
Airways and the petroleum 
refining company Honeywell 
UDP, tire project aims to de¬ 
velop a sustainable aviation 
biofuel that emits 5D to SO 
percent less carbon over its 
Life cycle than fossil fuels. 

Criticism of early biofuels 
ls that they are made from 
food crops, or competed for 
land and water with food 
crops, driving up food prices. 

Tire pilot project, expected 
to begin later in 2D 14 and last 
three years, will test whether 
Lt can efficiently produce bio¬ 
fuel while growing the non- 
edihle crop on and land 
unsuitable for food crop cul- 
tivati on u sm g waste seawat er. 


US kids read little on e-readers, tablets: study 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Two- 
thirds of young children m the 
United States now have access 
to an e-reader or tablet, but 
only half of them actually use 
the device to read, a research 
institute said in a study pub¬ 
lished Friday 

The Joan Ganz Cooney 
Center surveyed 1,577 parents 
on how much time their two- 
to ID-year-old kids spent with 
educational content on “screen 
media" such as televisions, 
computers and video games 

Sixty-two percent of chil¬ 



dren had access to either an e- only 49 percent of them used 
reader, a tablet or both -- but the devices for reading, either 


alone or with their parents, the 
study found. 

And when they did read, it 
was typically for about five 
minutes a day -- compared 
with about half an hour with 
printed hooks 

Parents considered 44 per¬ 
cent of the screen media used 
by their children to be educa¬ 
tion Eil — representing 56 min¬ 
utes out of two hours and 
seven minutes' viewing a day. 

Fifty-seven percent thought 
their child had learned "a lot" 
from educational media about 


reading .and mathematics -- but 
only 19 percent thought that 
much had been learned about 
science. 

Named for one of the 
founders Df the Children's Tel¬ 
evision Workshop, the studio 
behind "Sesame Street," the 
Joan Ganz Cooney Center pro¬ 
motes literacy skills while re¬ 
searching digital learning for 
youngsters 

It posted its study on its 
website, www.joanganzcoon- 
ey center, org 




































A dynamic Postal World 


Continued from page 5 

One cannot discard the fact 
that the economic and finan¬ 
cial crisis that racked the 
world in 3DOS has a l arge im¬ 
pact an businesses and this 
al so refl eet s, c a nsequ entiy T 
on the postal industry. In 
times of crisis the mail vol¬ 
umes exp en enc e d si gm h c ant 
decreases. The crisis trans¬ 
lates m a drop of die quantity 
of distribution of postal busi¬ 
nesses. Due to the nature of 
the intensive work in the 
postal sector tins will cause 
preoccupations as regards the 
level of employment the 
level of wages and fringe 
benefits 

To illustrate the foregoing 
we followed the develop¬ 
ments m both the Nether¬ 
lands and the United States 

Th e N eth tr lands: 

* Drop in mail volume 
o f 12% in the first 3 quarters 
of 3013; 

* Financial loss of 403 
million Euro up to August of 
3DI3; 

* Two price increases 
of stamps o f 11% and fi,7% 
in 6 months in 3013, 

* Mail delivery on 5 
days instead of 6; 

* Elimination of post 
offices; 

* Dutch Po st sold 5 0% 
o f its shares in TNT after the 
failed sale to UPS. 


United States: 

* Financial loss of US $ 15.9 
billion m 3012; 

* Mail delivery an 5 days in¬ 
stead of fi; 

* Proposition in Congress to 
eliminate house-to-house 
delivery' and instead de¬ 
liver to community mail¬ 
boxes; 

* Two price increases of 
stamps in 2013 of 6,5%, 

* Mail volume decreased 
with 30% from 313 billion 
m 3006 to ISO billion in 
3012; 

* Another expected decrease 
of 144 billion or 23% in 
3016. 

The majority of postal 
services in the world are suf¬ 
fering a loss of volume of 
sales at a rhythm of more than 
5% per year, forcing them to 
adjust to the new circum- 
stanc e s For th e maj onty p art. 
of p o st al a dmi m strati ons 
around the world it is a fact 
that their mam activity and, 
consequently, their biggest 
source of income, is the mas¬ 
sive load of correspondence 
of large companies that serve 
the community such as far 
example the massive corre¬ 
spondence of banks, insur¬ 
ance companies, utility 
services, the government, etc. 
In several cases tins percent¬ 
age amounts to 80% of the 
total traffic. 


The postal industry is one 
of the largest employers in the 
world If one takes into ac¬ 
count tliat globally there are 
more than 5 million postal 
employees, tins automatically 
becomes a preoccupation far 
governments as well. For a 
postal administration to sur¬ 
vive m the current precarious 
global situation it has to be in¬ 
novative and at tlie same time 
improve its efficiency quality 
and level of service This will 
have financial and socio-eco¬ 
nomy c co nsequence s for 
every country. In recent years 
many countries have further 
developed and transformed 
their postal enterprises into 
logistical enterprises and tins 
seems to be the direction that 
postal services should take. 
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Itarlg Utrh JHertu 

5:311 pm ' 7:HU pm 

Appetizers; Stuffed Avocado. Escargots Bourguignon. 
(choose one) Fruits of the Seven Sear, Choices of Soups 

Entrees: Breaded Grouper 

topped with coconut shrimps served with 
rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps with rice 
and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 
served with mushroom sauce, topped 
with cheese served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 

Twin Tenderloin or Chicken Parmesan 
served on a bed of linguini pasta 

Dessert, Coffee or Tea 


(tax &. 15% service charge] 

Incudes one FREE 

Glass of Wine 

Buccaneer Restaurant - Gasparito IT, Noord 
shone: (+2 97 ) 586 6172 - wwwbuccaneeraruba.com 


Monday, January 27. 2014 THE MORNING NEWS /FINANCE & economy « 


APEC: Asia Pacific wine trade loses 


$1 bn a year to red tape 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - Red tape 
is costing the Asia Pacific's 
wine industry $1 0 billion a 
year, APEC said on the week¬ 
end, as it vowed to simplify the 
procedures to take advantage of 
growing demand in the region, 
A c ompl ex web o f non-tanff 
tamers such as multiple export 
certificates and unnecessary 
testing is hampenng die indus¬ 
try's growth the Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
grouping said m a statement. 

Toni LaFaille, vice president 
and international trade counsel 
of the US-based Wine Institute, 
said the value of wine trade in 
die APEC region more dian 
tripled to $23 billion in 2D 12 
from $7.0 billion m 200 D 
Asian markets are a key 
growth area for global produ¬ 
cers, with China in particular 
tipped to become the largest 
wine-consuming nation within 
20 years, overtaking the United 
States, as the world's number 
two economy fuels a wealthier 
middle class. 


LaFaille said however that 
while the wine trade in the re¬ 
gion has grown, "so too have 
unnecessary trade barriers*' 
Currently, individual eco¬ 
nomies require different sets of 
documents from wine exporters 
to ensure that the product i.s safe 
for consumption, making the 
certification process “confus¬ 
ing, not to mention costly .and 
duplicative", die statement said 
It added that the APEC Wine 
Regulatory Forum, which is 
tasked with eliminating some of 
the barriers, has been working 
with national regulators to sim¬ 
plify the process. 

Tire group aims to remove 
export certificates where un¬ 
necessary, develop a model 
wine certificate applicable 
across the board and promote 
electronic submissions of doc¬ 
uments 

"These non-tariff barriers 
are estimated to cost busi¬ 
nesses, primarily small and 
me drum-sized wine producers, 
approximately $i 0 billion a 


year." said Wade Armstrong, 
head Df die New Zealand dele¬ 
gation to the World Wine Trade 
Group According to the World 
Bank, consolidating die certifi- 
cation pro cess will cut prepara¬ 
tion for the documents from 
nine days to three and slash 
costs from $ 156 to $52 for each 
certificate. There has been 
some progress, the statement 
said, noting that die United 
States and China have agreed 
on a "consolidated wine export 
certificate" while Chile has ini¬ 
tiated a pilot scheme to submit 
the documents electronically, 

APEC groups 21 Pacific 
Rim economies, including big 
wine exporters like Australia 
Chile, New Zealand and die 
United States The other mem¬ 
bers are Brunei, Canada Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malay¬ 
sia Mexico, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea Peru, the 
Philippines, Russia Singapore, 
South Korea Taiwan, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

APEC accounts for more 
than 50 percent of global gross 
domestic product and more 
than 40 percent of world trade. 
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STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER , 




CARACAS: AFP photo shows customers at the 
Lufthansa airline offices in Caracas on January 24, 2014. 
Several airlines temporarily suspended their ticket safes 
in Venezuela a day after the government almost doubled 
the exchange rate of the dollar for air fares. 11.20 bolivars 
per dollar, which effectively devaluated the bolivar but 
only in the tourism sector. Ecuadoran airline Tame was 
first to suspend its flights to Caracas on Wednesday, 
after Venezuela’s central bank defaulted on payments. 
Local media said Panama's Copa Airlines, Portugal's 
TAP, Air France, Air Europa, Avianca and Aerotineas Ar- 
gentinas are also refusing payments in bolivars. 




— 


UNITED KINGDOM, Sunderland: A worker adds the final 
touches to the new Nissan Qashqai at the Sunderland 
Nissan plant in northeast England on January 22, 2014. 
Qashqai was unveiled in November 2013 and the factory 
has now reached full production with a completed car 
leaving the production line every 61 seconds. (AFP) 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Jan. 18 - Jan. 25 


O’stad 

1 Botica Kibrahacha * - S,N: 1 San Nicolas ‘ 



Center for Homo dialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S,N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p_m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Gduber Hospital 
Tel.5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 1QQ 

TAXI 

C..V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Dranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116,582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6502 
professional taxi sen;ices 
Tel. 588-0035 
4/ Anetr Meetings 
Mondays $-7pm 
Sabana Liber B In Noord 


see our website: 

1 31 FDR's dog 

debts 

| 1 Cl. UU3U3 1U 

Tel: 5€ 

www. them orningnewsaruba.com 

| 34 Place for 

4 Cook 


/ I 


ACROSS 
1 Swelter 
G Oil cartel 
acronym 
10 Singer 
Reeves 

12 Type of 
dancer 
(hyph.) 

13 FilmdorrTs 
Meryl 

14 _-mutton 

(hyph,) 

15 Kitty talk 
1G Before 

(prefix) 

18 _ culpa 


Levin 

20 Boys” 
(Alcott) 

23 Sticky 
substance 

24 Tree juice 

25 Gl’s 
address 
(abbr.) 

26 Hfrt and 
Capone 

27 Fleur-de- 

26 Wine (Fr.) 

29 NBA's 
Unseld 

30 Writing 
implement 

J6 


liner 

37 Wearing 
clothes 

38 Restrict 
consump¬ 
tion 

39 Hamster’s 
home 

40 Biblical 
food 

DOWN 

1 Rental ad 
abbr, 

2 Hot 
breakfast 
food 

3 Overdue 


slowly 

5 “In _ 
begin¬ 
ning../ 

6 Gawk 

7 Edgar 
Allan 


>uaoK(* 



6 

7 

§ 1 

9 

12 










31 

32 

33 


37 




39 





8 Quiche 
ingred ient 

9 Bill's 
partner 

11 Rater 

17 Criticizes 

18 NYC 
transit org. 

19 Maui, e.g. 

20 Olympic 
spear 

21 Viewpoint 

22 Jr +f to Sr* 

29 Boggs of 
baseball 

30 Animal 
rights gp. 

31 Overseer 
of the 
airwaves 
(abbr*) 

32 __ mode 
(2 wds.) 

33 Linger 
(behind) 

35 Orange 
tuber 

36 Heredity 
initials 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 

The Queen’s 



Enjoy a true taste of Aruba 
without having to travel in the 
charming surroundings of The 
Queen's Restaurant m the Palm 
Beach FI as a Mall. Your host, 
Varella Imiocencia has 
brought her very popular 
Qranjestad eateiy to Palm 
Beach, showcasing authentic 
local cuisine only a short walk 
away from die maj or resorts 
The "hipper" and elegant 
new digs offer beautiful views,, 
but Mama Lusia's magical 
touch in the kitchen is what 


hist won this charming eateiy 
their loyal clientele She can be 
counted on to be conjuring up 
the delicious dishes that have 
been in her family for genera¬ 
tion As Varella says, "My 
mom loves and lives to cook 
Even when she is not at work 
in the restaurant, she is exper¬ 
imenting with new dishes all 
day at home 

She is the Queen of the 
Kitchen " 

Be sure to tiy Luisa's ac¬ 
claimed " Garni Stoba di Ma- 


machi" Grandma' s Beef 

Stew;” or their fresh, whole 
snapper, with Mama Luisa's 
delectable salsa cnolio Dont 
miss die specialty of the house, 
a favorite local delicacy,. 
Kesht Yen a -“Filled Cheese.” 
Tins is a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, with other ingredients 
that are handy that day all in¬ 
cased m a thick skin of melted 
Gouda It ts satisfying and par¬ 
ti cul arly mem orabl e Regi on al 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepara¬ 


Mama Luisa hard at work in the kitchen 


tion of banana hasa and 
creamy potatoes provide a de¬ 
liciously picturesque meal 
The Queen's is located oil 
the second level of Palm Beach 
Plaza, tucked into a cozy comer 
at the front of die mall. If you 
have amuid to try the real deal 
in Aruban food, without a 
doubt, dns is the way to go, rea¬ 
sonably priced and easily acces¬ 
sible. A full menu can be seen 
on their web site, http //www. the 


queensaruba. conn' 

Aside from an extensive re¬ 
gular menu they also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is in season, and 
Mama Luisa is in the mood to 
prepare, so don't be shy about 
asking for something that may 
no be on the menu, as they are 
always eager to please. 

The Queen 's is open daily 
front 3:OQpm - 11:00pm , of¬ 
fering both indoor and out¬ 
door dining. 


Acqua Condominium Aruba 

announces that construction has been progressing at 
a brisk pace 




The East Tower, overlooking 
Palm Beach boasts 203 con¬ 
dos, spread over 14 floors. The 
two top building floors em¬ 
brace Id penthouse apartments 
with majestic views "Hie 
building is simply awaiting tire 
windows and a few finishing 
touches, to conclude construc¬ 


tion, very possibly by the end 
of this year. Following the 
completion of the elegant club 
house, the tropical landscaped 
pool and tire spacious parking 
lots, die condos will be deliv¬ 
ered to their proud new own¬ 
ers. Ground has been cleared 
for the North Tower, which 


will follow as soon as the East 
Tower is completed 

A spokesperson for Acqua 
Condo Aruba reports that the 
project is receiving tremen¬ 
dous attention, particularly for 
the winter months. Snow-huds 
longing to reside in a vacation 
home on Aruh a are now able to 
visualize this dream coming 
true, m a manner that leaves 
them, utterly care free when not 
m residence 

Making the decision tD pur¬ 
chase and acting dii it quickly, 
w r as recently made even more 
imperative. In November of 
2010, the island government of 
Aruba reiterated its commit¬ 
ment to a building moratorium 
for the next 10 years, making 
Acqua Condominium a truly 
unique investment opportunity, 
as it is tlie one and only high- 
rise condo proj ect, on prop erty 
land, in the island's most-de¬ 
sired location 

In view of the moratorium 
news, and the project's lucra- 
tive p d siti on, d evel op ers were 
compelled to discontinue the 
p re- c on structi oil di s co unts. 
Nevertheless, other purchase 
incentives have introduced. 
Special discount offers m ef¬ 
fect at present are 

Pay 30% down payment and 


get 10% discount, 50% down 
payment, get 15% discount, 
pay m frill for a 25% discount 
Prices start at $ 29b 3DO for a 
2-bedroom/2 bathroom apart¬ 
ment. Paying cash will allow 
the buyer ta obtain this very 
same unit for only $ 222,600 - 
remarkabl e s avmgs! 

Other incentives: The op¬ 
portunity to profit from your 
purchase is also available to 
buyers when they place their 
unit m a rental pool.year. 

If the image of Aqua Condo¬ 
minium tugs at your heart¬ 
strings, you are invited to visit 
the sales galleiy and the two 
elegant mo del-suites available 
for viewing, fully finished with 
luxurious touches and high- 
end amenities 


The sales center is open 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a,m. 
until 5:30 p.m. nonstop, and 
5 a tin-tfny and Sunday, from 
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
You are invited to meet the 
sales team who will guide you 
through the purchase of the 
stylish condo of your dreams, 
allowing you to return to 
Aruba as often as you wish 
You will find the website 
very helpful. 

Take a virtual tour and 
garner info regarding all 
legal dir- 1 cum arts, floor 

plans, furnishings and finish¬ 
ing at: HXT'C. acqitatnba co m 
Acqua Condominium 
Aruba, J.E. Irausquin Boule¬ 
vard z h, Palm Beach Aruba. 
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What were they thinking? Skaters 
fashion own style 




i 


PARIS (AFP) - Forget the 
quadruple jump or the triple 
axel what will really count m 
the Olympic rink at Sochi's 
Iceberg Sports Palace from 
February 6-20 will be what 
the skater is wearing. 

Olympic skating fashions 
are the most talked about at 
the Winter Games. 

Am eri c an J a lmny Wei r 
may not have made the 
podium m Turin or Vancou¬ 
ver, but Ins aver-the-top cos¬ 
tumes stood out as Russians 
Oxana Domnina and Maxim 
Shabalin danced to bronze in 
at the 2D ID Games in "Abo¬ 
riginal" suits. 

Two -tim e Oly mpi c 

women's champion Katarina 
Witt's costumes pushed the 
boundaries of ice fashion, 
with her skirtiess feather- 
tn mm ed 19 S 3 costume fora 
sli o wgirl -th em e d r □ utin e 


leading skating body the 
ISU to change the rules re¬ 
quiring female skaters to 
wear more modest cos¬ 
tumes, including skirts 

Sochi should live up to 
expectations. 

Olympic men's gold 
medal hopeful Javier Fer¬ 
nandez of Spam's stnpy 
black, white, red and yellow 
costume to "Satan Takes A 
Holiday" this season has 
mystifeed sp ectators 

“It was (coach) Brian 
(DrserJ's idea to use Span¬ 
ish-typical colours. It's a bit 
‘a mix of ideas from various 
people ... put together in a 
unique costume!" he ex¬ 
plained 

Costumes for skating's 
biggest stars such as South 
Korea's Kim Yu-Na and Mao 
Asada of Japan run into the 
thousands of dollars but for 
more modest skaters such as 
Ro m am a's Z oltan Kel em en it 
can prove costly at over 
2,GOD dollars 

"My costumes are made 
by a Russian company You 
send them the music and they 
give you a couple of exam¬ 
ples Tli ere' s n d tinng ran da m 
ab out it, “ sat d Kelemen of his 
floral shirt. 

For me it just matters 
how I feel in it, that it's com¬ 
fortable and light 

"For my budget it's expen- 
sive so 1 can use the same 
one for two seasons " 

Former Olymp i c m edall i st 
Barbara Fusar-Poli, now a 
coach, is fussy with what her 
charges wear in a sport where 
choreography and interpreta¬ 


tion count in the scores. 

"We put all our ideas to¬ 
gether It's a long drawn out 
process With Barbara that 
can take quite a while as she's 
never satisfied, ' explained 
Italian ice dancer MarcD 
Fabn, who works with Fusar- 
Poh 

"For Romeo and Juliet 
this season we did a lot of re¬ 
search before putting our 
ideas down, and then it all 
changed a few times." 

French skater Florent 
Amodia, a former European 
champion, skating a "Tango" 
in burgundy and black with a 
sequenced plunging neck¬ 
line, personally designs his 
costumes 

"It's one of the mast im¬ 
portant parts of the perform¬ 
ance -- costumes and music 
The whole lot goes together," 
said Amodia, who was born 
m Brazil but adopted by a 
French couple when he was a 
baby. 

"I have my personal style, 
but 1 respect the style of other 
skaters. I chase the Tango at 
the beginning of the season 
and I think this costume 
works well with my skin 
colour I want to try some¬ 
thing new at the Olympics.' 

Pinturault 
slaloms to super- 
combined win 



KITZBUEHEL (AFP) - 
French tyro Alexis Pintu¬ 
rault used all Ins slalom ex¬ 
pertise to comprehensively 
win Sunday's World Cup 
super-combined to mark 
himself out as a medal 
favourite for the Sochi 
Olympics. 

The 22-year-old clocked 
a total of 2min 02 79 sec 
over a super-G and a 
slalom, standing 12th fastest 
after the first event but 
going on to set a lead time 
of 5I.72secin the technical 
event to finish ahead of 
reigning world champion in 
the discipline. Amen can 
Ted Ligety. 

It was Pinturault's sixth 
win on the World Cup cir¬ 
cuit, following swiftly on 
the heels of Ins slalom vic¬ 
tor/ m Wengen last week¬ 
end, and puts the medal 
spotlight firmly on the 
French racer ahead of next 
month's Winter Olympics. 


v) landoor 
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the Jjndxan ^'till home 


Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 


Palm Bcacli Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Teh 5860944 

LIS driver backs controversial 
bobsleigh selection 



Lota Jones 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Top 
US women's bobsleigh driver 
Elana Meyers has voiced 
support for her Sochi 
Olympic team-mates amid 
criticism of the selection of 
ex-hurdler and bobsleigh ar- 
nviste Loio Jones. 

In a Facebook posting on 
Friday, Meyers didn't men¬ 
tion anyone by name, but 
said the US bobsleigh offi¬ 
cials properly based their de¬ 
cisions on p erf Dim an ce 
measurements. 

"Hie three athletes that 
were chosen for the Olympic 
team were chosen because of 
the numb ers they have put up 
tins season," she said. 

"In a sport where medals 
are won and lost by hun¬ 
dredths of a second, it is very 
important to analyze all the 
numbers and make the best 
decision to try to win 
Olympic medals for our 
country. 

"Everyone may not agree 
with the de ci si an, but the fact 
of the matter is, the numbers 
supported the selection com¬ 
mittee's decision and three 


athl etes were ch o sen." 

Jones, and sprinter Lauryn 
Williams — who won a 
4x100m relay Olympic gold 
m London m 2012 -- were 
named last Sunday as push¬ 
ers, along with Aj a Evans, for 
the Sochi Games. 

Janes, a two-time world 
indoor hurdles champion 
who finished fourth in Lon¬ 
don and seventh in Beijing in 
2003 after clipping the final 
hurdle while leading the 
held, and Williams had never 
tried bobsleigh until they 
were recruited after the Lon¬ 
don Games. 

Two of the candidates 
who didn't make it, Katie 
Eberlmg and Emily Azeveda, 
questioned the selection pol¬ 
icy. 

Azeveda told USAToday 
tins week that the selection of 
Jones was due mare to her 
high pro file as an athlete than 
to her pushing prowess. 

She told the Chicago Trib¬ 
une that decisions during the 
season and selection process 
had flaws and inconsisten¬ 
cies." 
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weekends 


7:30 m, 

Late night menu available 


CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel: €604251 


if it is a sport we will show if! 


US athletes cautioned on team gear outside 
Olympic venues 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Olympic Committee has 
advised athletes taking part m 
the upcoming Sochi Games 
ta avoid wearing their uni¬ 
forms or Team USA logos 
outside Olympic venues, the 
State Department said Friday. 

Tire warning came amid 
growing concerns in Wash¬ 
ington over security at the 
Games and as Pentagon chief 
Chuck Ha gel said the United 
States would work with 
Russian authorities on "ap¬ 
propriate arrangements" if an 
emergency required evacuat¬ 
ing Americans from Sochi 

On advice from the State 
Department, the US Olympic 
Committee told athletes in a 
memo not to call attention to 
their nationality outside the 
Olympic village as a safety 
precaution, officials said. 

I think it is just common 
sense that perhaps if you are 
an American Olympic ath¬ 
lete, perhaps you don't want 
to advertise that so much, far 
outside of the venues," a sen¬ 


ior administration official 
told rep orters 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Marie Harf said that 
"we are in very close contact 
with the US Olympic Com¬ 
mittee on issues related to se¬ 
curity. " 

But she added that Russia 
was not a unique case and 
that the US government often 
provides similar advice at 
"big international events." 

The Wilts House has sig¬ 
naled concern aver Russia's 
security preparations for next 
month's Winter Games in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi, 
with officials privately com¬ 
plaining about Moscow's re¬ 
luctance to share intelligence 
on terror threats 

The United States has re¬ 
peatedly offered to provide 
help to Russia to ensure secu¬ 
rity for the event, a question 
that, came up in a telephone 
conversation between Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin Dn Tuesday. 


But Hag el, speaking at a 
news conference after talks 
with his French counterpart, 
said Russia had not taken up 
the US offer so far: "Right 
now, there has been no re¬ 
quest from the Russian gov¬ 
ernment " 

The Pentagon has an¬ 
nounced it is deploying two 
warships to the Black Sea as 
a "precaution" in case of a 
terror attack. 

When asked if tire US mil¬ 
itary had contingency plans 
in place to evacuate Ameri¬ 
cans in the event of a terror 
attack, Hagel said: "If we 
need to extract our citizens, 
we will have appropriate 
arrangements with the Rus¬ 
sians to da this ' 

US officials later said that 
a potential evacuation might 
not require a role for the mil¬ 
itary as commercial planes 
might be used And m any 
emergency, American author¬ 
ities would need to work 
cl o s ely with th e Rus si an go v- 
emment, officials said 


"First and foremost, Rus¬ 
sia has the responsibility m 
responding to and coping 
with situations that might af¬ 
fect the safety, security and 
the presence of their guests," 
a senior administration offi¬ 
cial told reporters. 

"All the American citizens 
there are their guests," said the 
official, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. "Tire US 
government will work with 
the Russian government an 
the various options should 
they need to be implemented.'" 

As with previous 
Olympics, Washington has set 
up an operations center in 
Sochi with vanous security 
experts and a clear "chain of 
c ommand" that would apply in 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


The Residences are exclusive luxurious full ownership condominiums 
nestled within the lush greens of The Links at Divl Aruba golf course, 
offering you the choice of luxurious: Studio, One, Two, Three and Four 
Bedroom Condominiums. Our 4 Bedroom Condominium offers 5 full 
bathrooms, and an occupancy capacity for io -12. 


Whether you're 3 first time visitor to 
the island, or you vacation in Aruba 
every year, we invite you Id enjoy 
one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We are the 
□ivi Resorts and Aruba has been our 
home for over 40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, 
in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba 
gqlf course, end the Alhambra Casino 
Shops & Restaurants. For years we Ve 
offered high quality oil inclusive and 
times here vacations. Many of our 
guests have found that one vacation to 
Aruba per year is simply not enoughJ 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort, 


You can now purchase your own 
condominium and still enjoy the Resort 
amenities Of the Divi collection, 

For more information about The 
Residences, visit our Sales Office 
located in the Golf Clubhouse at the 
Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your 
appointment to view a condominium: 

Call +297 735 5252 or +297 735 5300 

E: sa lesiad iviaru bares i dene es.com 
Wt www.dfvtarubaresidences.com 

Make your second home Aruba! 


AMENITIESi 


+ Shaded parking space with 
electrical outlet 

* Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra 
Casino and Mall 

* M e m be rshi p with RCI vaca don 
exchange program 

* Complimentary use of fitness center 

* Complimentary use of beach chairs 


+ Beach toweLs service 

* 2AJ? Security 

* Garbage collection 
+ Green keeping 

* Condo Liaison on duty 

* Discounted green fees 

*■ Complimentary use of driving range 

* Preferred lee times 

■ D M m a nag ed rental prog ram 


Wawrinka in dreamland after shock 


Open win 



MELBOURNE (AFP) 
Siam si as Wawrinka admitted 
he was surprised he won the 
Australian Open and won¬ 
dered if he was dreaming 
after his surprise victory over 
an injury-lut Rafael Nadal on 
Sunday. 

The Swiss, who also upset 
three-time defending cham¬ 
pion Novak Djokovic in the 
quarter-finals, capped a mag¬ 
nificent fortnight with his 6- 
3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 win over 
Nadal for Ins first major title. 

"I still think that I'm 
dreaming. It's a strange feel¬ 
ing," he said 

"I've seen so many finals. 
I always try to watch the final 
of Grand Slams because 
that's where the best players 
are playing. 

"Before today forme, it 
wasn't (even) a dream. I 
never expected to play a 
final I never expected to win 
a Grand Slam. And right now 
I just did it." 

He added: "To beat Rafia, 
even if he was mj ured, I think 
I played my best first set dur¬ 


ing the match I was ready to 
play four hours or five ta beat 
Novak in the quarters, to beat 
Tomas Eerdychm the semis " 

Wawrinka, 28, became the 
first player since Sergi 
Bruguera at the 1993 French 
Open to beat the two top 
seeds, Nadal and Djokovic. 

He said he spoke with Ins 
Swedish coach Magnus Nor- 
m an ab out. p 1 ayin g in a Gr an d 
Slam final, and he was sur¬ 
prised how calm he was at 


the start of the match. 

The Swiss gat off to a bril¬ 
liant start, taking Ins first ever 
set off Nadal in 12 matches 
and going a break up m the 
second before the Spaniard's 
back problem became appar¬ 
ent. 

He went two sets up but 
lost the third as Nadal threat¬ 
ened a comeback, before 
stepping up to take the fourth 
set and the championship 

"Magnus told me it was 


important not to think about 
the result but think about the 
way you want to play, the 
way you w r ant to ’win every 
point," he said. 

"1 was surprised how ’well 
1 started the match. In the be¬ 
ginning, he was good, he w r as 
fit, he wasn't injured. And 1 
was playing amazing tennis 
"Then there was the sec¬ 
ond p art □ f the match where I 
had to stay calm and just to 
try to stay aggressive because 
he was injured, but he was 
still trying a little bit 

"It was not easy I started 
to be really nervous because 
1 started to realise that I could 
win a Grand Slam. But at the 
end I just came back to the 
game and focused an what I 
wanted to do." 

Adding spice to his 
achievement is that 
Wawrinka has supplanted 
Federer as the number one 
ranked Swiss player, a posi¬ 
tion ins close friend has occu¬ 
pied since 2DGI. 

Wawrinka's rise from 
world number 17 at year-end 


2012 to three stems from his 
monumental fourth round 
match with Djokovic at last, 
year's Australian Open, 
winch went 12-1D in the fifth 
set. 

Tattooed on his left fore¬ 
arm are the words of Irish poet. 
Samuel Beckett: Ever tried. 
Ever failed. No matter. Try 
Again Fail again. Fail better." 
And Wawrinka has been a 
mo del o f p ers ever ance. 

He lost 14 times in a row 
before triumphing aver 
Djokovic tins week, and also 
went 12 matches without 
even taking a set off Nadal 
until beating him on Sunday. 

The match against Novak 
gave me a lot of confidence 
and showed me that I can 
play on a very high level in a 
very important match against 
one of the bug guys," 
Wawrinka said 

"After the (2013) semi¬ 
final at the US Open I knew 
that I was close to be there. 
But it still was far away for 
me to make a final in a Grand 
Slam. 


































